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NURSING NOTES 
[He TWENTIETH CENTURY MATRON. 
Thursday in last week an 
nteresting paper by Miss Isla Stewart, 
lent, was read at the Conference of the 
ns Council, at 431, Oxford-street. 
itations had kindly been extended to all 
ns, superintendents, and _fully-trained 
The meeting, therefore, being in no 

a private one, some account of the proceed- 
gs may be of interest to our readers. 

There was a fairly large gathering, among 
we noticed Miss E. C. Barton, Miss Sidney 

e, Miss Mollett, and the matron of Camber- 
Infirmary. 

The purpose of the evening was described by 
Mrs. Bedford Fenwick as a little social chat 
among matrons, but for the most part Miss 
Stewart’s paper dealt rather with the relation- 
ships of matrons to probationers. She urged the 
twe ntieth ce ntury matron to play her part boldly 
and to have the courage of her convictions, and 
a. stated that she admired both those who were 
fighting with and against her on the great regis- 
tration question, but she disliked the attitude of 
indifference with which many nurses regarded 
the question. Contrary to the opinion of so 
many matrons, Miss Stewart considered that the 
nurses of the present day were better than the 
nurses of the past generation, and she rather 
deprecated a very strict discipline, and considered 
the comfort of the nurses of primary importance. 

In the discussion which followed, Miss Mollett 

1 the value of more drastic discipline. 
tone of the meeting was and 
and after a vote of thanks had been pro- 
dispensed, the guests 


the evening ol 


sens 


serious 


and tea and coffee 
ted at an early hour. 


NURSES AND WOMEN’S PROGRESS. 
ERY serious statement with regard to the 
of nurses to the wider interests of 
was made by Dr. Murdoch at the recent 
tion of the Women’s Suffrage Society 
Hull. She stated that the Nurses’ Asso- 
had refused to take part in the Conference 
ground that the franchise part of the 
m did not affect them. She then pro- 
1 to describe how all professional women 
handicapped by their exclusion from the 
of citizenship, and particularly explained 
all bodies of workers, nurses, on the 
were the worst paid. 
lurdoch’s statement, presumably correct, 


\ 





that the Nurses’ Association definitely stated that 
the franchise question did not affect them is, in- 
deed, an astounding and not to the 
credit of the nurses concerned. They should 

member that they are not only nurses, but 
members of a very large and important section ot 
Therefore, it is their duty to 
and help them to gain 


assertion, 


women workers. 
combine with other women, 


the rights of citizenship and representation. 


ETHICAL PROBLEMS 

Last week, in illustration of the 
ethical problems liable to arise in connection 
with nursing enterprises, an incident was related 
in which the issue involved was that of whether 
a semi-charitable nursing association should or 
should not, in a case of prima facie improvidence 
in a poor person, use its machinery to abrogate 
the penalty of resort to parish relief. This 
has led to a valued correspondent raising 
in the general connection—that of 
midwifery issue of a different char- 
acter and much wider application. In effect 
she says that a confinement commonly in 
volves a labourer’s wife in direct expenditur 
of at least 30s., viz., a guinea for the doctor, and 
the balance for the food and payment of the 
person who acts as nurse—relatively a very large 
sum : but a nursing association for a third or 
less of that amount can supply such a patient 
with a midwife who is both qualified to deliver 
her and legally bound to nurse her in addition. 
Such associations should therefore be encouraged 

This is a perfectly defensible view, and if fees 
and 10s. for a confinement fully cover ex 
penses, the only debatable matter is the ordinary 
commercial question of whether it is worth whil 
to undercut the market. If, on the other hand 
such fees leave a deficit which has to be met by 
charitable donations, a much wider issue is in- 
volved—namely, how far is it desirable to draw 
upon the public purse in order to sell, hire, 
furnish, or provide things for or to a limited class 
of people at a price which is much less than the 
It is a question constantly arising in all 
connections, of late years especially 
in those related to sickness. If it is ever desir- 
able at all, and we think that it is, it must most 
certainly be so in connection with child-birth 
amongst the poor, for arrangements for 
bringing children into the world are matters of 
national importance. We, therefore, think that 
in its essence our correspondent’s main conten 
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same 
work—an 


of 5s. 


cost. 


sorts of 


good 


tion is sound. 
We are not equally certain, however, 
her premise Ss are correct. Is othe 
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rea ndered superfluous by the attend NURSING LEAGUES. 
ib " J, & micwi B MSS ONE of the most promising signs of the t 
t paenweee oj — Ss th Srowlng popularity and suces SS OI nurs 
’ ro full directions jor securing | jeacues in connection | with the more i 
tpl dieting of the mother and | | tant training schools. In effect they ar 
ying-in period As a matter Ol | onbodied « sample of the spirit of noble disc 
' MEY GO Seyone Guls Es t hich Walter Besant used to mal 
i ) thet B all snes is h S pl nd which makes for n 
: F comsens Sas und physic progress and improvement 
: vs -axgen good id a the sort of work a league may 
\\ i to | ne é¢ 4 
| t is well organised, and its affairs 
: _— | : lministered, is supplied by the la 
NURS R SCHOOLS ssue of the journal maintained by the s 
bd . mitt nave Cc Infirmary N irsé s’ L ague, a COpy o! 
nurs lor one ¢ Ul hed r hands officially. The establishn 
tH : nciudas 1 stro sprit de corps is no small gain, |} 
pat vell a ; ng th >a tl ng 5 nox and its members themsel 
i l I wa d this 1s stered by records of the doings of 
tt we hop ‘a tself, of the hospital which is its cei 
. Me dit d of those who are, or have been, connect 
‘ nurse as th it. hl ldition, the league has been mad 
! { < stimated serv is a rallying point for the nurses 
I the chairman regretted | the neighbourhood, whether formally conn 
ppou had become necessary. | with it or otherwise, and general meetings | 
W l ti regarded th been held t which questions of commo. 
Lit id as hew one Oni terest | n debated 
how ‘ talk to the ementary This capacitv of leagues to act. if they 
tear wl nt througn the early days is ( ntres s of the greatest valu 1Or the 
he 18 Act t rn that the problem was | , consciously or unconsciously, d 
g1 Lays r} mdition of progress, we are not all equally alive to its 1 
hildi U rer parts of Ul at | and still less all agreed as to the ways in wh 
s le t tre! ind must it best | eved. Only by arousing 
0 i that s attendal Was not | te; in root estions, and promoting q 
I so Ss 1b 1s now Const consideration of their bearings between 1 
t hildre of negl parents ral und nurse, can desirable unity of thought 
i Ss d in ul I ired-Io!1 ction | obtained ‘ 
! (ra t Dr. Barnard for li 
hen | n his wol Now [ne TRAINING OF NUNS. 
iret n 1 gcregate ll AMONG those nuns who have bravely mad 
he pi s di nder our | stand against the prejudices and limitation 
the 1 L « nding s nurses | their Orders, and joined in the forward move 
The ¢ h of t vork really | of the nursing profession, may be mentioned 
ning « | | Sisters of Mercy, who form the entire staff 
iding physicians and surgeons—of the Hos} 
DD? — « ~ ? sil pS. Ss ) I 1 t! St lo l il | E il I st John’s Wood 
wavs n appre is vo or three years have seen many ra 
, At G S r eX nges in t organisation and nursing i 
orl is nst Wi nit S how Ove 100 D ds. 
Ira s T. Bond, s} rses ong to the Convent of St. Jol 
sche ‘ salem, to which the hospital is att 
seases he Sisters in charge of wards, besides 
~T ) rs wel trained 1 rs 
} ( \ holding « tiff é 
H ) St. Thomas’s,’’ and otl 
‘ } ¢ scl S In the new building tl 
i I ird i I ( n-alr treati U 
\ nos nd » of this has had | 
R) nd ls nil o fit » f r pos 
3 S Wuip] the mos Dp | 
hod of d h tl Sister in vas ti 
I ls Infirmary. Here, thanks to the pers 
S ! ( ‘ medical staff, even t] 
s wanted. Ey nurses who assis operations has 
I S 1itel l Tl st rt adress and | i \ Wi 
lisease it l that ticised 1 vy, have been do wa 
ned of the teacher ind a tton dress, with short s 
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etings Ss \ 5] ild « il 1 m, and 
opportunities given to graduate 
reshen up t r | essional know 
xam] we should do well to follow 
oh American matrons must be as 


ipart from the fulfilment « 
art in thi 

omen ol the States under 
that comes when people ¢ 
t and their id 
ar Californian 
indeed; beginning 

e roll of mem 


Helen Scott 


] 
excnange 


] 


narrow personalities, anc 


] 
na | | 
‘ i il this I ‘ 


refreshing reading 


An ACTION FOR SLANDER 


irsil f° as a 
yf their own 
c. Essen- 


stand ‘* the 


ta common 


The 
association 
with some 
bership has 
Hay, in a 


eas.’ 


itl Ve 


1 the 


ARET IJUNPIITy, the rained nurs 
| Union Fever Hospital, is to be 


don tne verdict and dar 
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action for slander wl] ! 








with a typhoid patie: 


cases sent in by Di 


ther 


Ned | wrot suggesting that anotner nurst I 
I t } } nt a 
! \ ind nad Oo carry ol rougt ! 
| rhe next day, on the mat 
sed, Dr. Latfin al 1 her in la wl 
a ( t . 
1 in particular i i ul had i 
1 night's dut 5 juently, in reply t 
Gauardians, he wrote tter ol eX} 
which, however. was ho ap log \ and I I 
aggravated the original off ( Fortul 
Ss rare.y that nurses have to con piain OF \ t 
nsidel ‘ } ‘ he med 
ler whom they wor nd still more 1 J 
I Y subjected Us It Vi ich Cast ( 
t aesirabd to resort t ( tre! I isure 
\ < reply Dut, alter a ther Sa limit 
endurance and, failing other remedies, that 
ul iw courts is | ! ind propel 
CERTIFICATI l \ 
Lil I sion reached | ! Centra 
s B lL recently » disc tenal t 
Lait Oo their nan i ( t 
! s C.M.B., o1 ! othe ilated 
think, to meet with general appr It may 
do d, indeed, whet ! cenuin 
ies s ha her t | ‘ ! he gel 
] l il | ! Sl it il iers i 
! $ l thi ‘ ha 
Oo present her tatus her t 
I 
Oo wise than at ind in ] 


work such as she is entitled and qualified 
orm, sine the average perso! nowada 
not attempt to fathom the meaning of tl 
nominal initials which are everywhere » CO! 


ne? those who 
letters such as C.M.B. had sometl 
might try to thrust 
ght-thinking midwife would prefer n 
to have to 





retus¢ 

BerRKS County NURSING ASSOCIATION 
filling a 
country is beginning 


associations are 


county 
the 


HAT 


. : 
throughout 


universally recognised, and the excellent 
presented to the meeting of subscribers 
newly-formed asso ito! In B r] snire Y 


Sises 


welfare of their 

if realising that her 
means of h lping in time of need, and, mo 
a golden opportunity of doing so th 


wit 
ing independence 


[hose who 





10uU 


lo s t suitable wo! and 


training required 
\ct means putting a means of livelihood 


wholesom« ind isetul Onditions ith 
reach. Their time of se n rl 
training secures untold benefit to tl n 
nd infants under tl r cal and when the 
nt is ended, they continue to bs 
n the rai ¢ mn nit 


ng to d 
upon her work 
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I I ! - ng aside « 

’ ? ms T? 

. j y it , nm th y , " i sul 
) } nd + ’ rect ’ 
t} \ : 

les} i 
I} promoters « t} Be ( ! Ass 
rat ? i ol 1 ! 2 ii? tei 
, 

, i si is \ Lt elas 

iif ‘ ar SS 
i tl vise fundamental principles 
j i} y standard tf nursing 

l ! n ts all difmiculties he fact that 
fit pport has also en readily afforded 
licates that tl issociation is proving accept- 


», even in the short time it has been at work 


A ssot 


work that 
Home of 


BENEFIT NURSING IATION 
know the excellent 


+h 
Unie 


who 


juietly been accomplished in the 


Newport Benefit Nursing Association will share 
th regret expressed by the subscribers at the 
iwnual meeting at the announcement that 


received there 


interesting presented by the 


report 
i 


oundress of the association, Miss Roddam, makes 
it ir that the step has become necessary in 
‘consequence of the increasing growth of district 
work throughout the county. The Home is the 


the training and supply of village 
es and midwives for the Shropshire Nursing 
Federation, 
intendent of that association 
It has, therefore, been wisely determined to 
smaller work of a tiny cottage 

need of the present 


und its superintendent is also super- 


hos- 


tal for the 


| more pressing 
time, the increasing of the supply of midwives. 
‘esting to note that the nurses of the 


Association are working much 


nore on district lines—that is to say, they are 
paying VIS ts to their pat ents instead of residing 
n one patient’s home, and thus attending only 
to one case at a time 


his is a step in the as it throws 


Ww ho are 





I red 1 food ind also 
. oe r ser t i larger 
y T T nrs 
LookInc Back 

\IANY tten bit of 1d\ for nurses 18 to 
1 buried in long-forgott pamphlets, and 

! } lern thought has a strang¢ 
Ly I La i 1877 \ Dr san ie] 

rent ] . ! t St. Bartholo 

\ H sa C I hat hi s a 
0 r tl gher training of 
! Ss tion at to the term 
I s print, tl profession of 
O} ns, he says, have been raised 
t employment of lady nurses, but if 





t linching manner in which they 
! I st arduous and sometimes d 


| never again wish to retun 


old school. lt is amusmg nowadays to re 


' 
l lt tnat ] nurses were fully taug 
ullowed their proper social position, wi 
ot hear of ladv doctors 


CHARING Cross Hospiral 


On Tuesday evening, October 3lst, und 
uuspices of Miss Esther Frere, a meetir 
d on behalf of the Girls’ Friendly So 
tl vurses Home Miss Mildred M 
! to S \lbans Hospital, had inte: 
address tl meeting to explain the object 
Society—but, unfortunately, she was una 
ave St Albans. Her sister (Miss M 


kindly undertook to read the Paper—whi 
the the object of the 
its varied advantages. 

Miss Lawrence explained that in com 
with the G.F.S. there was a reading union 
members of that union took up distinct 
of study, chosen by the 
Church, History, Bible Study, or some hist 
ale that helped to refresh the memory 
knowledge. Miss E Fre re 
meeting to a close by inviting any of the 
t 


be lore pociet 


hurses 


tal , 
} broug! 


story 


or, better still, to be enrolled as members o1 
ciates of both. The reading union prove 
attractive, and a fair number of 1 
became members. Miss Lawrence kindly 
took to hold a meeting once in three we 
the nurses, and promised to come to the N 
Home for this purpose, to save the nurses 


most 


their day's work, trudging off to some club-: 


BrIXTON NURSING ASSOCIATION, 

THE third annual meeting of the Brixto 
sociation was held last week, Mr. Haro 
Boulton, M.V.O., Treasurer of the Queen \ 
Institute, being in the chair. 

Sir Dyce Duckworth spoke very warn 
district nurses, not only as relievers of sul 
I health missioners, and as mediu 
lessening the pressure on hospital beds. 
year 390 patients had been on the books 
there was fortunately a balance of £14 in 

An interesting feature of the meeting w 
spontaneous testimony of an old patient 
husband of another as to the great he 
comfort given by the nurses. 


tut as 


RoyaLt Exeter HOospPIra.. 


\ CRITICISM that is in the nature of 


pliment to the town of Exeter has bee: 
by tl doctor in connection with tl 
xamination of nurses at the Royal D 
Exeter Hospital. After commenting 
“aretul training in practical detalis ind 
cellent work of the majority of the nurs 
Hale White points out one fault, that tl 
were not sufficiently familiar with the | 


‘leansing a thoroughly dirty and ven 


ent. Nurse Risk received a gold mé 
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\ Ballatyne, who was only eight marks 
‘eived a silver one. 
DORCHESTER NURSING SOCIETY. 
st have been very encouraging to 
i] y; the nurse of this Society, to hear 
which her work received at the annual 
Miss Bradley, who has been working 
strict for six years, paid nearly 4,000 
year, and the chairman said that he did 
ve, if they searched all over England, 
iid find a more sympathetic or more 
yan, who would attend to every case 
‘are Nurse Bradley did. He mentioned 
id known cases where she had gladly sat 
cht with her patients. This excellent 
received the practical recognition of a 
se ol salary 
PRESENTATION TO Miss VERNET. 
Miss E. ¢ Vernet left the National 


Hos to take up her new duties at the 
Midd Hospital, she was the recipient of 
sev gifts from those with whom she had 
Wol | as tokens of their sincere respect and 
reg rhe nursing staff, past and present, 
gay r a silver tea service; the chaplain, archi- 
tect, secretary’s staff, resident medical officers, 
dispensers, &c., a silver kettle and tray; and the 
lomestic staff, male and female, a revolving book- 
5S 
stal lver tea knives, and hymn-book. 





\nna Hospital, which is the largest chil- 


lren's hospital in Austria, has begun a great 
the hope of protecting the children of 
I It has started a school for training 


irses, Who are to work in connection with the 
lepots, and instruct mothers in the bodily 
nd 1 tal care of their children. 

\ledico- Political Committee ol the 
British Medical Association are still considering 
t ‘ attitude towards the movement for the 
State Kegistration of Nurses. Three important 

s are forming a sub-committee to prepare 
m indum for submission to the divisions. 
chief points which they wish to con- 


sid contained in the following minute :— 


gistration of nurses should include 
y nurses, who should have three years’ 
ot which one at least should be in a 
spital. 
HEN, President of the Union of Jewish 


Wi writes in the last issue of the Jewish 


irging the women of her community 
fit for the work to enter the nursing 
She points out that there are now 
d Jewish wards at the London Hos- 
at there should be a good opening 
irses, and she urges those who wish 
he matter to talk it over with the 
the Union at 59, Gloucester Place, 
Square, W. 
theatre at St. Bartholomew’s was 
the other day, with a run of six 
1 one day. Since then it has been 
lisitioned, as some repairs are going 


the old theatres. 





MEDICAL NOTES 
ATROPINE POISONING 


/ T the last meeting ol the Oldham Medical 

Society a curious case Of chronic atropine 
poisoning was narrated. The patient was a youth 
who for several years had suttered from corneal 
uleer in one eye after the other, and during th: 
greater part of the time atropine had been used in 
the torm of a two per cent. ointment Phe patient s 
general health remained normal until near th 
end of the treatment He then began to com 
plain of a tired feeling and weakness in the legs 
the latter increased so much that in two months 
he could not walk at all, though the muscles pre 
served their electrical é xcltabuity. He was 
found also to be losing weight, and the bowels 
were obstinately constipated. The pupils were, 
of course, dilated. By a process of exclusion of 
possible causes the use of the atropine ointment 
at length came to be suspected as responsible for 
the conditions noted; its use, therefore, was 
stopped, and little by little the patient recovered 
The case is noteworthy, as some at least of the 
classical symptoms of poisoning due to atropine 
appear to have been lacking, and it is curious 
that if poisoning was to occur at all it should not 
have occurred at a very much earlier date. ‘The 
application of atropine through the medium of an 
ointment is not very common, but it has the 
advantage ordinarily of being a somewhat safer 
preparation to put into the hands of patients 
than a solution of atropine in water. Of the 
latter, if too much be dropped into the eye, some 
may pass through the lacrimal canal into the 
nasal fossa, and thence be absorbed, with un- 
pleasant results; whereas, with an ointment, 
any absorption which takes place must be purely 
conjunctival. It is much better, however, to 
leave the application of atropine to skilled hands, 
and this, in these days of multiple district nurses, 
can rarely be otherwise than feasible, even among 
the poor: nor, as a rule, should its use be in any 
way continuous 

HEART STRAIN. 

Tue discussion in the Section of Medicine 
at the Leicester Meeting of the British Medical 
Association on cardiac degeneration serves to 
emphasise the importance of the part which 
nurses have to play in the prevention of chronic 
heart complaint. The term heart strain is, of 
course, commonly reserved for those cases in 
which the resistance of a normal heart in a 
healthy person is overborne by an abnormal 
effort; but it is equally applicable to the reverse 
condition. The surplus power of a healthy heart 
is very great, or, in other words, the margin be- 


tween the work which it habitually performs 


in the ordinary circumstances of quiet life and 
the limit of that which, if need be, it can safely 
undertake is very W de. Still, the limit exists, 


and those in whom it is reached and over-passed 
are commonly men well accustomed to exertion 
In the 


production of heart strain in such cases, muscular 


such as athletes, labourers, and soldiers. 








7 A) 


4m 


THE 


NURSING 


TIMES NOVEMBER 





a woman W 


id always 
He pl 

vas emectiy 
} rs ; 

l il! I ( 
mn her ’ 
> I ‘ 


| 
uu 
ly 
res] 
ae 
| whicl 
~ a 


ho had had sé 


} 


1iost a good dé 


ymmenced 

n a firn 

} 
siderable ar 

s. The | 
I ry TY 
ind st y 
her ce 
vent our ! 


vd 
He 




















| S | 
' ‘ 
< l it i l 
‘ i 
i i 
led hat no eg 
! vel reta | N 
A 
IRA S IN TH AK 
AY S Manel 
I VOU Ol a nace p i 
nd lou! ~ it tha ilter deatl Was 
that the d sed had broken ribs 
5 rig] sid 1 three on the leit Cher 
for | history of \ f any sort, but it was « 
; ‘ that thr ul ractures had take1 pla 
lea I} ribs were found to be mn 
toxins han a sli ne wd broke « the slightest 
Ll leed were so brittle that o1 
S a lenta ractured during tl post-? 
heal pro lings. Cases of fracture in lunatik 
req uy I Ss to charges ¢ Im} 
certall trea nt and violence on the part of atte: 
t ind perhaps in some instances not incor! 
It has « ! n stated, however, that 
iS also | | S il i kind of rar ng « 
in occas physical accompaniment < 
Sibllity ¢ I lisorde1 nd the o rrence hers 
I pos y { case In point More pr 
possi! ho er instance of the Iragility o 
nd eve due to y senile degeneration O 
pral extreme degree which this may rt ach 
profound | example has recently been furnished b: 
ul \W P. Mills, of Rhode Dispensary, K 
= County, Ireland In this case the patie. 
fepends 10 | a man of seventy-six, who had always e1 
lifferent ood health, with the exception of a quite 
ittack of rheumatism in the hip, which 
bending somewhat difficult. His wife | 
Medi him into bed one night by lifting his legs for | 
t n his and tl shaft of the right femur instantly 
was called | tured. The fracture united, but some n 
complete | later on a humerus broke when he was 1 
veral chil turning himself in bed. These cases, h 
il of blood they il to be explained, serve to show tl 
ind gave treme care which must be exercised i 
ng, but with aged patients if unpleasant accidents 
been re- be avoided 
nem had British Medical Journal, November 4th 
bed, and 
DY Su} 
ng, whicl An extension of the Nurses’ Home in nne 
it once the PortsMovtH INFIRMARY was strongly ul 
tion for st meeting of the guardians. We learn witl 
z hat tl irses have never been suitably | 
| neing s three nurses have had to sleep in ¢ 
lt cood ible 1 for two, and that the ventilation wa 
t od lore hic1er With respect to the sad «de 
s he ad- typho 1 of two nurses _ chronicled in our la: 
, the ical superintendent wrote ha 
neve! Nurse Hi death to infection fror h 
t ! is I ed 
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HE RESPONSIBILITIES OF 

rHE MATERNITY NURSE 

AVANAGH, M.B., Ch.B., F.O.S. (Edin 
I.—TuHeE LyinG-1n Room. 


ry consideration of refinement and in 
tive feminine delicacy, the lying-in room 
above all, the domain of woman, and 
maligned Russia, which first of all the 
intries initiated the educated woman 
he thing that should be, is. But in Eng- 
still considered natural and proper that 
normal labour case should take its un- 
ited course under the direction of a man, 


ilt there is more involved during 
than the mere fact of birth. The first 
ion should be the mother; the second, 
leference to Mr. Wells, the child, and the 
placed properly, would be of importance: 
so far as he was of value in ensuring the 
these two. In ordinary general practice 
king-class type this order, however, is far 
ng followed, and the time of the doctor 
s the most important item, with the in- 
result that there is a progressive and im- 
nerease in the use of those birth-hasteners, 
ps—which is not an unmixed good. 
itional procedure would be the engage- 
a maternity nurse who, while doing the 
the ordinary monthly nurse, would also 
rge of the conduct of the actual labour 
is this were normal, a doctor being re 
las consultant, and holding himself in readi- 
ittend if summoned by the nurse. There 
ich wire-drawn distinction between the 
s of nurse and doctor, and midwifery cases 
rded by doctors as a preserve to which 
actually entitled, whereas, in the conduct 
linary case, there is nothing which could 
ne by the average common-sense woman 
w months’ training. 
ning ought certainly to be rigorous in 
a high degree of respect for asepsis, and 
ting a finger-tip knowledge by vaginal 
minal examinations; and these, with the 
every woman ‘‘ picks up’’ regarding 
ined with instruction in the facts about 
of labour and the duration of them, 
nply sufficient for the purpose. That 
essive claim to make is evidenced 
listricts in the Midlands, where 
births occur without a doctor being 


res 


der the aegis of so-called ‘‘ mid- 
untrained, and septic 


doing com- 


and yet succeed in 
ntages of having as attendant an indi- 
le time shall be devoted to the 
obvious to require tabulation 
are, however, and threaten to con- 
rs is usually under the direction of 
nd it should not be necessary to 
nstructions must be faithfully fol- 
re are certain points which depend 





on her chiefly and which greatly affect the com- 
fort of the patient. 

The lying-in room should be the best in the 
house, bright, cheerful, warm, and, above all, well 
ventilated; there must be no connection between 
it and drains, bath and sink, &c.; and towels and 
hot water supply must be ample. The most suit 
able clothing for the patient Is a bed-jacket ana 
short petticoat, and it is a great convenience to 
the doctor if the sheet or lowest layer of the bed 
clothes is pinned to the top quilt at the side, so 
that all may be lifted in one piece when examina- 


+ ’ 


tions are necessary Beneath the old sheet o1 
which the patient lies a thick layer of absorbent 
wool is very useful, and beneath that a mackin- 
tosh. It is the nurse’s duty to see that the bowels 
are well moved, by enema if necessary, and water 
passed as freely as possible, as neglect of these 
matters causes great discomfort and unpleasant 
ness. Food during labour should be light, and 
alcohol strictly left alone 

A frequent cause of irritation to the doctor, and 
disappointment to the patient, is the inability of 
the nurse to recognise labour pa ns and hence a 
premature summons. In any case of doubt, in- 
quiry as to the bowels having been moved and a 
mild aperient will usually settle the matter Pain 
in the front of the abdomen, usually irregular, 
and not seeming to start from the back and pro- 
cress downwards, is seldom due to labour Labour 
pains, gentle at first, occur at regular intervals 
increase in amount and length as time goes on 
seem to start from behind, and have a grinding 
character. During the first stage of labour, which 
means from the beginning of the pains till the 
womb is fully open, often shown by a burst of 
‘ waters,’’ there is no special need for the patient 
to stay in bed, unless she wishes it; and it is, in 
fact, an advantage that she should be up, or a 
least sitting up. Also, at this time, it is wors 
than useless for her to consciously ‘‘ bear down, 
or try to” help the pains ’? This voluntary efiort 
must be reserved for the second stage, when thi 
child begins to descend from the womb. Th 
first stage, with the first child, lasts usually 15-20 
hours, with second and later children 7-10 hours 

The straining-down during the second stage (th« 
patient, of course, being in bed), is gre atly he lp d 
by giving the patient one end of a towel to pull 
on, the other be ing knotted to the lower end of tl 
bed, and her feet braced against the ed-ral 
[his pulling must be absolutely limited to thoss 


times when there are pains, and must be stoppes 
it once when the pains pass. In cases wher 
there is a tendency on the patient’s part to t 
flurried and nervous, the tactful 1 s invalt 
ible ussurances that sl sd ndid und 
suggestions to sleep b n pains h tal 
the mind off the th ! that t ) I I ( 
hasten things are Of great va Friction v 


relieve the great pain in the bach, and also, b;) 


means of hot flannels, any cramp in the limbs 


Sips of hot water or tea (but only sips) assuage 
thirst and nausea; but again, remember alcohol is 
NOT a stimulant—the reverse. Never press down 


on the abdomen and child. In this stage, usuall) 
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I pal t wants chlor tin or instruments, < | 
nything to get things <« ind here again tl! 
actiul nurs if the doct« nas d led otherwis 
r wishes to reserve these, can save the situation 
y assurances of the pity it w i be to spoil such 
4 good is tl t i alter-enl ts, & » Xl Duy 
port o1 tl perineum to prevent a precipitate burst- 
ng out of tl ! is head and tearing oi the parts 
i8 very important, and this support is to be seen 
to till tl nouiders @ born 

With tl rth of the child, followed in half an 
bour by the after-birth, the nurse has some relief 
though not rest. It is worth remembering that 


ting child to mother, should not be 

stops beating—this means the gain of 

blood to the child; and that it should 
firmly tied with doubled thread, 

s and cut between the two An 

left attached 


between the first thread and the child’s abdomen. 


the cord unl 
cut tall it 
ounce 5 ol 
always be not 
tape, in two piace 


inch and a hal’ of cord should be 


he nurse cleans up the paris of the mother 
with warm antiseptic solution, her hands also 
being thorougmy clean; apples a warm aseptic 
pad wd pu on the binder after tl soiled petti- 

mat is rel | The upper edge of the binder 
must not go higher than the haunch bones 

here is no fore: 


in the old idea that the mother 
must lie her | [fo some pa- 
tients this is perfect misery, and they cannot pass 
water in this he important thing is 
that they are not to sit up. With the doctor’s 
departure, an hour after the after-birth, it is for 
the nurse to be wary of any excessive pain, faint- 
and she is perfectly ustified, 
these, in sending for him at once. 


absolutely on ACK. 


pos tion 


ness, or shivering, J 


on noting any ol 


If there is difficulty in passing water within, say, 
eight hours, hot antiseptic fomentations with 


change of will usually relieve this, and the 


position 





next consideration for the nurse is the breasts. 
Careful massage, starting on the second day, will 
ise the tension and promote the flow of milk. 
Gentle stroking, increasing gradually in force, from 
tl use of the breast towards and up to the nipple, 
will direct the milk to the proper channels—this 
ror ten minu sk wed DY a Tew minutes simple 
rubbir pai pt the nipple, at most 
i time ia ill that 18 1 essary Any- 
tl further r the doctor to prescribe , 
ood for the first thr days 1 be light but 
il ini tel ur 5 « sO iS 1 Ext 
| I 0 n thi t es a da’ n water before 
food, starting « the first day, ther s little 
I fe and obstinate constipa- 
at \ tl ‘ tionable necessity for ar 
el _ third d The diet during 
tl pract Ally 11g l should be 
wart nd is 1 t be denied during th 
I t B is 1 Ood S is ess and 
t ngs oO tl san class as tea—excellent. 
but merely stimulant Beer and stout do not 


custards, 
prov ided that 
milk-flow is 


have acted, rat the 


established, the mother may be allowed a greater 


ral of movement and ordinary diet, but should 
not be allowed to get up for a full fortnight. 





OPHTHALMIC 
I.—GENERAL 
paw PICAL 


NURSING 
HINTS. 


nursing is, | 
num de 


ophthalmic 


book to a 


a closed large 
we il-qualified 
is Malniy due to lack of opportunit 
this branch or the profession 7 
Probably a nurse will never mis 
deal with an eyt 
int she 1s either sent out to a private } 
g chance finds herself in 
position in the eye wards of 
pital, then will look upon if as a 
fortunate occurrence that she has never had 
opportunity of studying this particular ki 
work, and I may safely say, from my ow: 


nurse 


hosp tals 
knowledge ort how to 


} 
or through some 
Spousit ie 


she 


servation, that her patient will cordially 
with her. 
One thing that is absolutely essential 


successful ophthalmic nurse is an extrem 

cacy or lightness of touch, which, to a s 
extent, may be natural, but can only be pert 
acquired, first, by knowledge of the | 
methods of carrying out the surgeon's direct 
and, secondly, by long practice in eye work 
former can be very quickly learnt by any ti 
nurse 

The few suggestions I about to offe: 
only of a very general nature, and do not in 
minute details, which, as « 
knows, vary greatly under different 
gseons, and to the nurse who knows this gs] 
line my remarks will be worthless, but 

rather to my fellow-nurses who know nothil 
ot ophthalmic cases, and may ye 
nurse them, that in all hun 
I venture to directly offer the following su 


LIONS : 


am 
way go into 


nurse 


the care 


sent out to 


ADMINISTRATION OF REMEDIES. 


The best position for the nurse to take in 
a dressing is behind the patient's head, the 
lying on the bed or couch, or in a low easy 
so that the head can be well thrown back 
the chin up. In opening the eye, you drav 
apart with the finger and thumb 
always most careful to press on the surrout 
the forehead and cheek, and not to 
the eye itself. This is most important, not 
to save the patient unnecessary pain, but 
in which there has been an operation, to pre 
the possibility of breaking down the wou 
hurting any very spot. If irrigat 
ordered, and if the surgeon has not direct« 
particular irrigator to be the 
to take a swab of absorbent wool saturated 
having ope ned the e\ 
the tluid freely ov 


Lads 


bone ol 


sensitive 


used, pest VW 


the lotion, and, 
above, 


squec ze 


exposed globe; a piece of dry wool held 
the finger on the cheek will catch the es 
lotion and is easier to manipulate than 


ceiver. See that any discharge lurking 
conjunctiva is washed out, and 
I 


] re ps 


folds of the 


l 
ise the same 


swab for both eyes. 
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a drop bottle or 


lower lid down and quickly drop 


has been ordered, cle arly 
intends it to be put right in be- 
, and that it is useless to dab it with 
Take a small piece ot 
blunt end of a fine probe 
a small glass rod now sold for the 


is the right eye to be treated and on 
for the left eye. Place the medicated 
probe horizontally between the 
then tell the patient to squeeze 
ogether, and draw the probe out 


massage is required, you must, with 
finger, lightly 
over the cornea through the closed 
In the case:of young 
get some one to sit opposite to you, and 


prescribed time. 


his will prevent him jerking suddenly and 
both your hands 


instrument used immediately after the 
and in diseases where there is a quan- 
purulent discharge, especially in young 
suffering from ophthalmia neonatorum, 


sometimes the 
employed will cause the discharge to 
into the nurse’s own eyes. 

TO EVERT THE EYELIDS. 

may be called upon to evert the lids for 
It is usual, in some cases, for 
inner surface 
'o evert the upper lid, ask the patient 
lown, take the edge 
er and thumb, and, drawing it slightly 
a rapid upward turn will evert it. 
nners it is a help and less painful to the 
», or something of like nature, 
turn the lid on. 
remedy can be 


» drawn down, 

at the time to expose the conjunctiva 
FOMENTATIONS. 

in various ways, 

is a good method. Dust a piece ol 

wool with boracic powd r. lay it on a 


rolling up, wring it tightly; fluff out 
it soft, and then tie it on the 
is the patient can bear. 





Hughes at the next meeting of the House 
which she has been awarded 
ter and efficiency by the Northern Work- 











A CASE OF TETANUS 
NEONATORUM 


WRITER in St. Bartholomew's Hospital 
Journal describes a case interesting to 


midwives and maternity nurses At 7 a.m 
on the 15th of August, four days after birth 
the baby took the breast without any 
trouble flor a quarter ol an hour Che 


mother put it to the breast again at 8.30 
but could not get the nipple into its mouth 
An hour later the nurse noticed when washing 
the child that she could not open its mouth 


sufficiently to wipe it out as usual At 1 p.m 
the clerk visited the case, and his attention was 
called to the jaw spasm. The doctor saw it about 
four hours later and noted the following: The 


child cried when taken up, but with its mouth 
only slightly open; the breathing was rapid, with 
occasionally difficulty and some frothing at the 
mouth; there was no cyanosis. The mouth could 
be forced open, but not easily, and there was also 


some rigidity of the back of the neck Attempts 
to feed it with a spoon were only partially suc- 
cessful. The temperature was 99°. The cord 


had separated on the previous day, and the 
navel appeared quite healthy; it was quickly 
powdered with Fuller’s earth. and on removing a 
little of this a slight serous discharge was seen. 

On the following day the mother said that 
during the night the child had five attacks of 
difficulty in breathing, becoming blue in the face 
with some clenching of the fists, but no general 
spasms. She said the last attack occurred at 4 
a.m., the cyanosis did not completely pass off, 
and the child died about 4.30. After death the 
discharge from the navel was examined. Th 
crust of Fuller’s earth was removed, and two or 
three drops ot blood-stained serum were sucked 
up with a syringe. These were diluted to 1 c.c 
with sterile salt solution and injected into a 
mouse, which presented clear symptoms of 
tetanus when seen after eighteen hours. The 
spasms increased in severity until it was killed 
eight hours later. 

The treatment of the cord is of interest It 
was ligatured with the usual threads, and, after 
being powdered with Fuller’s earth, was dressed 
with a piece of clean but unscorched handker- 
chief. Each day it was redressed and freshly 
powdered ; it separated on the fourth day leaving 
a raw surface which was a little moist \ sample 
of the Fuller’s earth was examined bacteriologic- 
ally, but no evidence of the presence of tetanus 
spores was obtained. 





Owi1nc to the difficulty in obtaining probationers at 
ADDENBROOKE’S HosprtaL, CaMBRIDGE, the General Com 
mittee recommend the discontinuance of premiums from 
probationers, and suggest the payment of a salary of £5 
the first year, £10 the second, and £20 the third, as well 


as the provision of materials for uniforn Although this 
will involve some extra expense, the committee point out 
that it will obviate the necessity of hiring occasional 


extra nurses at high rates, and that it will raise the 
standard of nursing at the institution 
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this profession they are SO 
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to think of large 
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issues, 


The hea l of 1 large hospital like this has 
in onerous ae heavily responsible post 
of some 800 or 900 souls beneath what is 
tically one woman’s care; she is resp 
direct] and indirectly, for the elfare al 
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being of the patients and nurses alike. Of! 
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upo her and her only falls the blam« 
mischance happen After all, no wom 


of the young lives com 
danger which very r 
a fever hospital that « 
the It is cor 
his does not often happen, a1 


*h-needed 


think unmoved 
contact with the 
present 


is 
always in 


contrac diseases 


ting one ot 
nd that t 











is 








MBER I1, 1905 THE NURSING TIMES 


= A 
Ww 
vs 





Pe rsonally, l had a giorious time 
riet fever overtook mm little delicious 
1 the matron and the sister linger in 
ry fresh and green. Jolly little teas 
rs with my superiors gave me the most 
thrills of self-in portance, and the 
ty of a knowledge of my elders that 
‘rv real esteem that has never left me 
hospital lectures are given on all the 
subjectS aS In a genera! hospital, and 
the careless, inattentive nurse who may 

the vigilant eye ol Miss Schooling. 
nsiders, rightly, that having devoted 

nd valuable time to the preparation of 
ire, she may well expect a nurse at least 


to understand it. Her views of discipline 


<tremely Spartan: very kind, very just, 
n, quite rightly, very firm. A most amus- 
1 I imagine unique, rule is the one of the 
lters’ Sheet.’’ Every nurse: who is ten 


nutes late at the gate in coming in or in going 


or in being down to breakfast, meets no 
ate judgment; apparently nothing hap- 
ind vice flourishes. Let the confiding 
it wait, and her next day off will be shorn 
its glory by a stoppage of one hour for 


lefaulting ten minutes, or for each time 


end 


d 


breakfast. Severe as the rule may sound 


outsider, it has proved the kindest in the 


the sin of unpunctuality is now almost 
d from this hospital. 

; do not think enough of hospital expendi- 
Mr. Sidney Holland would have had no 


ty 


to write his scathing chapter on ‘‘ Proba- 


tioner Slap-dash.’’ But the expenditure of such 


hy OO) 


hospital as the North-Eastern may well 
most thoughtless pause—£30,000 to 
per annum, roughly speaking. It is 


therefore, that nurses should be impressed 


need for care and economy. 
iverage number of patients daily in the 
is about 425; of charge nurses, 18, of 


nts 70, and of probationers 63. The 


have some trouble in disinfecting before 
the hospital, on every occasion when 
with other people, but their times off 
very generous. On ordinary days they 
7 a.m. till 8 p.m., with two hours off 
All nurses on day duty have twelve 
> each week, and may sleep away from 
tal once a month. 
ght nurses have two nights off every 
d night and day duty are done alter- 
wo months, varying in this from the 
some ordinary hospitals. The rule of 
nust be strict in consideration of the 
ieed, outdoor uniform used to be dis- 
r that very reason, since it might 
her a red flag to timid outsiders, who 
se how small the danger of infection 


? 


from the post of second assfstant 
of first assistant nurse is possible at 
two years’ work, provided the nurse 

lully an examination in physiology, 





anatomy, hygiene, and nursing work, and is in all 
other respects suitable for promotion. 

[The North-Eastern Fever Hospital is probably 
like all other fever hospitals, except that it surely 
reigns supreme in the keen enthusiasm of its 
doctors and nurses 

It owes its efticik ney in gre at part to the excel- 
lent administration of its medical superintendents, 
Dr. Birdwood and Dr. Cuff, and to its good 
fortune in having, as a rule, capable keen medical 
officers and charge nurses. Miss Schooling is 
always anxious to acknowledge the valuable help 
she receives from her assistant matron, house 
keeper, and night superintendent. 

Even in such a small detail as the method of 
keeping the thermometers in daily use, the 
hospital might give points to a general hos 
pital, where they are usually kept five or six 
together in a little glass bowl containing fluid 
earbolic. And, again, to quote Mr. Sidney Hol- 
land, when all are dropped and broken together, 
‘*there’s another five or six shillings gone 
They know better than that at the North-Eastern 
Carbolised sand is their solution of this difficulty, 
and an exceedingly excellent idea it is, too, 
and surely quite original and worthy of the spirit 
of enterprise pervading the North-Eastern Fever 
Hospital at South Tottenham. 





THE WIDER WORLD OF 
WOMEN 
E are glad to be able to quote from a speaker 
so serious as Mr. Morley that ‘‘ every woman 
as well as every man was bound to take an in- 
terest in politics.’’ It is indeed high time that 
women all threw off their indifference to this sub- 
ject, for all that is of most vital importance in 
legislation, such as the laws relating to educa- 
tion, to housing, to the conditions of work, affect 
them as much as they do men. It is the more 
necessary for them to grasp intelligently the 
social problems, as they have, to a far greater 
extent than men, the moulding of the future 
generation in their hands, and only through the 
result of their influence can any really definite 
progress be made. 
* ¥ ¥ % + 
Tue Association of Women Pharmacists, which 
came into existence some months ago, promises 
to have a great success, and more than fifty 
women have already inscribed their names. The 
president is Mrs. Clarke-Kerr, the first woman 
to qualify as a pharmacist. Some of the objects 
of the Association are to discuss questions re- 
lating to the employment of women in phar 
macies, to keep a register of al q ialified women 
pharmacists, and to put any members desiring 
assistants in communication with those desiring 
employment. Mrs. Creighton was the speaker at 
the first meeting, and her subject was ‘* Th 
Present Responsibilities of Women.’’ She dwelt 
on the importance of a thorough training and on 
the necessity for parents to realise that their 
daughters must have special training for their 
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NEW PROFESSIONAL 


TWO TECHNICAL VOLUMES. 


r Surcican Nursinc. By A. N. M’Gregor, 
F.F.P.8.G., Assistant Surgeon to the Glasgow 
Infirmary (Glasgow: David Bryce and Son.) 


it is difficult to put down, until finished, this 
iting book. Surely it is the very last word on 
tically written, there seems to be no detail 
wever small, that concerns the comfort and 
f the patient, combined with the minutest 
bout every possible item relating to sterilisa 
and other principles of good surgical work. 
ition sounds an interesting note. As the ritual 
operative surgery grows more and more elaborate, 
irgeon’s dependence far greater than formerly 
telligence and skill of the trained nurse, so it 
it Dr. M’Gregor should dedicate his book to 
of the Glasgow Royal Infirmary, thus grace- 
wledging the important part played. by those 
the modern nurse and supplement the surgeon’s 
painstaking and unremitting supervision. 
st books on nursing are quickly outgrown by 
tioner, and discarded after her first year in 


this one appeals in the fulness of its instruction 


ior and more advanced student. Receding far 
past are the days when surgeons considered a 
iid not know too much, and that she was not 
understanding the theory as well as the prac- 
work. Now, the most advanced realise that 
are more far-reaching than the mere making of 
t's bed and preparing his food and drink, 
greater must always include, and not despise, 


earest of language the author writes two deeply 
hapters on “ Bacteria.” Those on “ Dressings ” 
treat in a practical and exhaustive 
their uses, preparation, and care. The de- 
the “theatre,” with all its appurtenances, 
dream of perfection, and happy is the nurse 
her duties therein. 
ter on “Massage” strikes one as_ rather 
but as the opening sentence in it only de 
treatment as “an adjunct” to surgical work, 
ity is explained. " 
lso a brief description of the X-rays, and a 
of electrical treatment which will interest 
yed in that department. 
is treatment of mattresses after use by 
ents will no doubt strike with a feeling of 
those in charge of smaller, or less 
than the Glasgow Royal Infirmary, 
depend upon mere baking, or even a pro- 
in the hospital grounds, for sterilisation of 


iments ” 


niness 


pitals 


n the “Arrangement of Nurses’ Duties,” 
nd useful one, as well as the “Time Table 
unnot, of course, be taken as a standard 
under widely varying conditions, and, 
matter for doubt whether the 
ngement whereby probationers on day duty 
nd go to bed at 7.30 p.m 

ne or two points where one may differ from 
objects to the use of water-beds and 
round that the water in them is apt to 

nd also that “the presence of a large sheet 


some 


is desirable or 


nts the escape of perspiration and hinders 
ition which should take place through 
In practice, these objections really di 
the usual custom, when a water-bed is 


draw some of the cool water every two or 
cing it by an equal quantity of warm, so 
n even temperature; a process which can 
ut disturbing the patient at all 
nstructions for the prevention of bed 
that “rubbing should be 


rivises 


AND NURSING BOOKS 
but 


avoided.” No doubt, in cases where the skin is all 

broken, this may with advantage be omitted, but gentle 
friction with the palm of the hand containing the spirit 
or ointment is certainly beneficial in restoring the cir 


culation and hardening the skin in the majority of 
instances. 


There is an interesting Appendix to the book, in which 
some admirable methods are explained for sterilisation 
of the hands, and elaborate processes detailed for the 


preparation of catgut and the disinfection of the theatre« 


An old-time flavour, however, still lingers about the 
description of getting marine sponges ready for use 
Sixteen years ago the methods were much the same, but, 
when all is done, there is an uncomfortable feeling that 
your sponges cannot be so reliable as the swabs of gauze 


and wool preferred by most present-day surgeons, which 
can be so readily and thoroughly sterilised by steam or 
boiling. 

The book concludes with experiments, which can 
be quite easily carried out by the nurse, for testing the 
relative efficiency of some surgical dressing materials 
These, if uniformly adopted by those who have the pur 
chase of dressings entrusted to them. should prove an ex 
cellent check on the guileful tongue of the too plausibl 
“ traveller.” 


some 


Dieretics FoR Nurses. By Julius Friedenwald, M.D., 
and John Ruhrah, M.D. (W. B. Saunders and Co 
1905.) Price 6s. 6d. net. 

For successful nursing it is so important to have an 


intimate knowledge of the principles of feeding infant 
and invalids generally that a reliable and complete wor} 
on the subject is a welcome addition to our library, 
especially when it is not too large or expensive. This 
handbook, which meets these requirements, opens with a 
brief résumé of the chemistry and physiology of digestion 
and goes on to an account of the classes of foods, and 

description of their characters, special attention being 
given to milk and its derivatives. Among other interest 
ing points we learn that the flavour of butter is due to 
the growth of certain micro-organisms, and that thi 
knowledge has been turned to practical account by adding 
pure cultures of bacteria to butter, which ripen it and 
ensure a constant flavour. There are also useful table 

enabling one to see at a glance the composition of various 
forms of meat and vegetables. The next chapter contains 
information on artificial and patent methods of 
cooking, food-poisoning, and a tabular list of the adultera 


foods, 


tions of various foods. The bulk of the remainder of the 
volume is devoted to the practical subject of feeding 
first of infants and then of sick persons. The diets suit 


described 


able to various diseases are fully and clearly 
and in this section attention may be directed to the 





able advice given under the head of typhoid fever 
There is a chapter of recipes for sick cookery which wil 
be extremely useful as a handy source of reference The 
book, which is gracefully dedicated to Mi Nutting 
superintendent of the Johns Hopkins Training School 
Baltimore, U.S.A., in appreciation of her work on behalt 
of her profession, naturally appeals to American nu 
but their sisters in this country will find it a clear and 
practical guide to this important subject 

NURSING MATTERS. 

NURSIN¢ HINTs TO PRORATIONERS By Ma H 
Annesley Voysey Scientific Press, Ltd 2s, net 
SOUND practi il common sense is the keynote ’ this use 
ful little b The writer has evidently had varied 
experience in training probationers, and het rk al | 

in useful details 

It is much to be desired that nurse would lay t he 
the opening paragraph: “The fundamental axiom the 
writer intends to lay down is that a nurse must have n 


her in relation to 
be an instrument for irrying out tl 
based on hi 


theories or 
but must 
doctor 


opinions of 
simp! 
orders, 


own 


theori r opimior ! n 
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HAIR-COMBING. 


I SHALL never forget it as long as I live! N« 











tioner (I er long ago those probaticner days m 
ever forget the one special little duty, amongst 
vi te t her lot, that of combing the y 
head As I write those three words, “the pat 
heads erie f cold shudders will, doubtless, rur 
many a nurse’s ba is she remembers visions of the 
It was not only che rule, in the hospital where 
trained, | b every patient’s head when th: 
idmitted, but each nurse had to comb all the he 
her side of the ward once or twice a week, and 1 
e} n is ever made to the rule 
was staff nurse in the ward, and helping the si 
make the beds in the evening, when I saw one 
ul nurses come into the ward armed with the 
’ ents of war \ porringer, containing meth) 
nd carbolic 1-20, half and half of eacl 
fine tooth-coml ind the necessary piece of wool 
denly I ed down the ward to see one of the 


ipparently in agony at having his head combed 

hands were engaged holding his head on either side 

the more the nurse 

to become \s I looked. a smile flitted 
and with one dash she 

The man had a wig, and nurse, 

of mind, had quite forgotten the fact 
) 


was a naval man, and proud of the fact, too, and 


sister and 
disappeare 
f the vard 


not for worlds have disclosed his secret, although 
us obvious as the daylight to anyone with the sr 


ervation 





NOTES FOR MIDWIVES 


I is curious that the Midwives Act should 
sucl rious difficulties to those who have to inte 
provisior but the two clauses penalising those 
fied n who now use the fit/e of midwife, a 

) ntinue to practise as midwives thout 
fications after Ap 1910, seem to puzzle mar 
migt be ippose t have the Midwives Act at 
fi rs’ ends In the report of a recent inquest, f 
stance the ron dealing with a case where 
matu born, nine days’ old, baby died from th 


t rundice the 1 ther having been attended by t 
road-sweepe whe ‘went out nursing 
f f tl ality’ of a person not reg 
, “ lwife attending i nhinement Or ( 
action is not as vet “illegal It is illegal, and } 
nee last April, for any uncertified woman t 


that title on door-p 
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being put upon the London 
uncil with regard to the projected Bill for the 
of medical practitioners called in by midwives 
An influential deputation of 
ractitioners waited the other day upon the Par- 
Council, urging upon them 


action It is stated that 


ted cost would be between £15,000 and £20,000 
there is considerable opposition to the 
members of the L.C.C The 
» awaited with much interest, 
reatly to be hoped that very expert advice will 


for the difficulties in con- 


technical and ethical, are many 


s will be interested to learn that until the 17th 
allowed to attend cases of 


complications arose the 


untrained as she may have been, had to under 
Moreover, there was a Mid 
ld among the old city guilds of London Later 
barber surgeons were a recognised body, women 
and admitted to their ranks. 


candidates at the recent Central 
Board Examination consists of 4635 names: we 
next issue. 





INSTITUT! 








QUEEN VICTORIA’s JUBILEE 
FOR NURSES 


ALEXANDRA has been 


to approve the appointment of the 
Nurses, to date October Ist, 

MacPherson, Crook; Dena Leather, Birming 
trude Maude Hardy, Blackburn; Edith Emily 
: Margaret Hunter, Darwen; 
Lea, Gloucester; Barbara Lendrum, 
Helen’s, and Sea View, isle 
Leonora O’Connell, Caldervale; Florence Louise 
Willington; Honor Margaret Neale, 
Westcott, Somerset C.N. 


Truro; Minnie Harding 
King’s Walden, Bury; 


; Warrington; Edith Katharine 
London (Cable-street) ; Isabel Mary Eacott 

Maud 
Hammersmith; Hilda Beatrice 
Caroline Birch, Liverpool 
Elizabeth Rose Donaldson Lapsley, Tun 


Graham, Gloucester ; 


Liverpool (Derby-lane 


Hebden Bridge ; Elizabeth 
(Shaw-street); Bridget O'Connor, 


Spriggs, Oxford; Alice 
Hellings Webber, Wit 
Mary Jane Greenhough, 


Wisbech; Elizabeth Alexandra 

Juanite Fyers, Rottingdean ; 
Elizabeth Huirons, Bath; Alice 
Florence Kearney, New 
Hadden, Sunderland; Sabina 


Isabel Upton, Crow 


Frost, Guildford. 


Towyn; Elizabeth Anne 


Emily Wynne, Llanidloes; Margaret 


Ardee; Harriet Sanderson 
Park Cross, Dublin; Hilda May 


Begg, Kingsbarns and 


Alexandria; Janey Gray, Kelty; 
Jessie Christian Johnston, 


Newport-on-Tay; Annie 


Agnes Sutherland, Dundee; 


gow: Isabella Thomson 





much interest at Dinard. Seeing 








QUEEN ALEXANDRA'S IMPERIAL 
MILITARY NURSING SERVICI 


Postings and Transfers at Home Staff Nurses: Miss 
G. A. Howe to Cambridge Hospital, Aldershot; Miss 
C. W. Jones to Queen Alexandra Military Hospital, Mill 
bank, S.W Postings and Transfe i/ / Staff 
Nurses Miss G. M. Smith to Egypt from Woolwich 
Miss E. M. Perkins to Egypt from Netley; Miss A. Fitz 
Gerald, sister, held in readiness for abroad ter Mi 
B. Pennie resigns her appointment 





WALSALL WORKHOUSE INFIRMARY 


] 


js Friday last an interesting and pleasing ceremony 
( took place at the Walsall Workhouse, when Miss 
Loach, superintendent nurse, was presented with a hand 
some gold bracelet, subscribed for by the whole of the 
staff, on the occasion of her leaving to be married 

Dr. Geo. Martin Fox, medical oflicer, made the pre 
sentation, and in a felicitous speech alluded to the cor 
dial feeling existing between the officials, and on thei 
behalf wished her long life and happiness in her married 
State. 

The Chairman of the Board, Mr. F. W. Lavender 
J.P., in endorsing the remarks of Dr. Fox, congratulated 
her on the satisfactory performance of her duties, first 
as probationer, next as charge, and finally as superin 
tendent nurse, her whole service under the Board ex 
tending over a period of six years 

The master Mr. W. Totterdell), in a short speecl 
remarked that the matron and himself were very sorry 
indeed to lose her, as she had always worked with ther 


in a pleasant and amicable manner 
The superintendent nurse suitably replied, after which 
the remainder of the evening was spent in il enjoy 


ment 





NEWS ITEMS 
Meerincs were recently held at Bere Ferrers and at 
Bere Alston, near Piymouth, to consider the advisability 


of arranging for the services of district nurses in con 


nection with the Devon County Nursing Association. In 
fluential committees were formed, and satisfactory sub 
ription lists were already in the hands of the chairmen 


before the close of the meetings. 


At a recent meeting of the PeckHam NursinG Assocta- 
rion the chairman announced that during the year the 


nurse had paid 2,550 visits. Reference was also made to 
the great need for further financial support 


A PUBLIC meeting was held recently at Banff, to con 


sider a proposal for the formation of an association in 
affiliation with the Q.V.J.1. to provide a district nurse. 
The following motion was put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously :—“ That the meeting approves of the forma 
tion of an association to be affiliated to the Q.V.J.I. for 
Nurses, in order to arrange for the provision of a trained 
nurse, or nurses, for the sick poor in their own homes 


within the Royal Burgh of Banff \ committee wa 
formed to conduct the necessary business and collect 
funds. 

TH promptitude and courage ot Miss France 
Stewart, a young English- hospital nurse, has aroused 


the roof of a house into a garden, Miss Stewart ran t 
his assistance, and finding the gate locked, climbed over 
it, in spite of the sharp spikes with which it is studded 
and was able to render him valuable ssistance t ones 
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LPPOINTMENTS 
Basingstoke isolation Hospital 


' 


Bristol Nurses’ institution 


Birmingham General Hospital 


Grantham Hospital 


RESIGNATIONS 























torial communications to 
addressed to The Editor, 
Nursing Times,” 
Messrs. MACMILLAN & CO., Ltd., 
St. Martin’s Street, 
London, W 











